f
'
f
f
f
‘
f
f

.

¢

, Appr8 elease 2007/03/06 :
T0; NAME AND_ADDRESS DATE |INITIALS
1 7
2
3
4
ACTION DIRECT REPLY PREPARE_REPLY
APPROVAL DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION
COMMERT FILE RETURN
CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE
REMARKS:

FROM: NAME, ADDRESS, AND PHONE NO.

DATE

(Security Classification)

Access to this document will be restricted to
those approved for the following specific activities:

NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE DAILY CABLE

Thursday 8 December 1977

CG NIDC 77/284C

State Dept. review completed

A

NATIONAL SECURITY INFORMATION

Unauthorized Disclos,ure Subject to Criminal Sanctions

TOP-SECRET

Security Clagsification)
Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP79T00975A03, =

A & & & Bl 8 s &

L

1‘»



)

FORSiEd

Approved Fo[ Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP79T00978A030400010092-2

WEST BANK: Opinion on Sadat's Plan

| | Egyptian President Sadat has been unable to
get West Bank and Gaza Palestinian leaders to endorse his peace
initiatives publicly, despite significant support for his ef-
forts among Palestinians living in the occupted territories.
The local leaders want to avoid further divieions in the Pales-
tinian movement, and they are skeptical about Israel's willing-

- nees to withdraw to 1ts 1967 borders.

gyptian officials have asked representatives from
Gaza and the West Bank to visit Cairo to discuss Sadat's ini-
tiative, but no major figure has accepted. We have no evidence
that Egypt has formally invited any West Bank representatives
to the proposed Cairo conference.
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E;::::;;;:P few conservative West Bank leaders, notably Bethlehem
ayor yas Frayj who met with Sadat in Jerusalem, have com-

mented favorably on Sadat's policy. |

[:;:;;:::]Before Sadat's arrival in Jerusalem, many West Bank
notables received threats, presumably from Fatah sympathizers,
warning them not to meet with the Egyptian President. Some low-

level representatives from Gaza and the Sinai will visit Cairo

soon, however, according to press reports from Egypt and Is-
rael,

| |//There is substantial popular sentiment in
favor of Sadat's initiatives. Palestinians in the occupied ter-
ritories were initially skeptical about Sadat's trip to Israel
but approved of his firm statement of the Arab cause to the

Knesset. Many are now supporting Sadat and criticizing Syria.//

|//Sadat's initiatives have given rise to un-
realistic popular expectations among the Palestinians of an
easy peace settlement that will end the Israeli occupation.
Even among the usually more radical student population large
numbers are enthusiastically backing Sadat. This feeling could

rapidly evaporate if the Cairo conference does not produce for-
ward movement on the West Bank gquestion./// -
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EGYPT-USSR: Expulsion Reaction-

The Soviets have thus far not reacted to Egyptian
President Sadat's move yesterday to close their consulates and
cultural centers.

[ ""IMoscow realizes, however, that the Egyptian Presi-
dent has issued a strong warning and that Soviet-Egyptian re-
lations are continuing to deteriorate. Presumably the Soviets
believe that if they do not moderate their attacks against Sa-~
dat, they may face another, more serious expulsion order.

he Egyptian Government's announcement ordered the
USSR, Hungary, Poland, East Germany, and Czechoslovakia to
close all their cultural centers and all consulates outside
Cairo. The directive-~issued by Prime Minister Salim before
the parliament--accused all five Communist countrieés of using
their facilities to interfere in Egypt's internal affairs and
charged that their condemnation of Egypt's recent peace ini-
tiative had gone far beyond a mere rejection. :

[::::::::jln contrast to the relatively mild language.in Sa-
lim's statement, the Egyptian press excoriated the USSR in
what US Embassy officials describe as the most severe attacks

on Moscow in the past two years. |
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